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MIBBLES B BITS:
Hat food trends to watch:
From bitessize desserts
at vpscale restaurants
o portable snacks like
MicDonald's snack Wraps,

small portions are catch-
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15 percent

cording to restaur

consulting firm Tech

a bigway

Asian quick-

and that growth

[ey 3.3 pereenl lroen 2.2 pereent, HUBRZones o nearly
2 percent from 0,75 percent, and veteran-owned
businesses to 0,01 percent from .25 pereent,
Somme small-business advocates paint a muach
different pioture. Cong roman Myvdia Veliegques,
Drermocratic chair of the House Small Business
Comnittes, said last summer that small businesses
et only 210 pereent of 2008 governmaent procure-
ments because contracts worth neardy s12 billion
went to large companics masquerading as
small ones, She called for a raf of changes,
including eliminating both sides from a con-
rract if they wrongzfully obtained it
Stmilor cabls come from the likes of Baal Fs-
pinost, president and CEC of FitRet, a small-
Pusiness purchasing and consalting alliance in 51

Augustine, Florida, and organizer of the Fatrness
in Set-Aside Procurement Coalition, a group of
small-business procurement sdvecicy oramniz
tions, Espinosa Blames intentional miseondoct and
misinterpretation by procurement afficials s
wowermument end-users, Hed like repeat offenders m
lesse funding. “I7 you make end-users accountable,”
hie savs, "vou will siop that practice.” Espiness also
wanls rules chianged sothar small basi-
nesses are awarded contraces mven
wrongly 1o big bidders.

Some ohsorvers i the controversy
place blame on both sides. Small
companices eften fil o appreciate the
complexities of government con-
rracting, savs Judy Brade, an Alexan
dria, Virginia, consultant who helps
businesses set sovernment work, She
L"'I'Il,'l_'l'll'l':lg_l_"S |_‘r1|rl'|\|'v:|||‘ur.-\' Iy I.j\'."l'i'\!l‘
themselves to the task and focus on
working within the regulations rather
than asseming they should win con-
tracts by virtue of being small, “You
must invest the time Lio | undersiand
the povernment procedures,” she says,

It's certain that moee change i com-
i, The SBA has o plan cmphasizing
cducition for procurcment officials,
who don’t know enongh about newer
programs such as those for veteran-
owned businesses, And 2 new rule
will o et effect in July that reguires
amall contract winners to recerlify
the size of thewr firms after the fifth
vear of their conrracts. “You're not
coing fo see lrge companies in our
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nomic in Chicago . Look  database any longen” Martoccia prom-

R izes, But he doubts decertifving will
f ey i BFut he doobts decertifving wil
or Indian cuisine 1o heat

up this year
experts, alon
pran, Pakistani and Ban

gladeshi foods,
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change the SBA'S 254 percent claim
b more than 1 percent or so.

There may be bad news, (oo, Mar-
toceid

say industny

& wyith Ethio-

savs the SBA is considering
new sixe definitions, so companics
in senne felds where small onee
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Hey, Big Spenders

What share ap dollare

pEtting 8 ook, brokern down
majar |:':'|:: IFing agencie:
AGEHLY FY 2
TOTAL FEH
Department of Defense 22
Deparyment of Homeland Security 3B.e
Depariment of Heatth and Human Services 20
Department of Veterans Affairs v 3
Nepartment DFA\gru:ulture 488
MNASA 44
General Services Administration 42
Oepartment of the Intericr 53
Oepartment of Jusuce 32 ;
Department of Commerce 53;
Mepartment of Enesgy 4
Oepartment of State 50!
Cepartment of the Treasuny 293
Department of Housing and Urban Development 2t
Department of Transpartation 431
Department of Labor 341
Enviranmental Protection Ageacy 79
Social Security Administration 43t
Frferal Emeegency Management Agency i
Department of Education B
Office of Personnel Management 1E.4
Emithsonian Institutsan 20.;
Securities and Exchange Commissian BB
Huclear Reaulatary Commissian 363
Marinal Sceence Foundation 4B
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cision should be reached [arer this vear
Meanwhile, comperition grows ever stiffer. B

gavs. In some areas such as Il smiall bidd

fewer contracts than a few vears agao, The war
[raq also hurts, as the Department ol Delens.
which accounts Rer Go percent of federal sper

ing—cmphasiaes eve 2P Procurements, mia
requiring a scale that

Whether o [ike the stane of the
dealings with small business or de
changes already planned by the SBA e a n
world of procurament. Sayvs Ma i
ture change.’

rales out small supy




